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5/27/2020 
 
Dear friends at Luther Memorial Chapel, 
 
This coming Sunday is the Feast of Pentecost. On this day, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
God caused the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to be preached in a multitude of languages, 
and, “at this sound the multitude came together” (Acts 2:6). The congregation devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of the bread (Lord’s 
Supper) and the prayers (Acts 2:42). This is what happens every time we gather for 
worship! 
 
Thanks be to God that we have enjoyed our time of “small group ministry” the last couple 
months, with Divine Services of less than ten souls. Starting this coming Sunday, May 31st, 
we will resume somewhat “normal” times of worship.  
 
Christians believe that the Word of God preached and taught is the very source and 
foundation of our lives. We believe that the Lord’s body and blood is the antidote to death 
and the medicine of immortality. In this sacrament we receive the forgiveness of sins from 
the very One who has conquered death and the grave!  
 
The elders and I recognize that there is a very wide spectrum of opinions and thoughts on 
COVID-19. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we bear with one another in 
love.  
 
Going forward you may expect the following: 
 
Sunday mornings we will have two Divine Services. The first service at 8 A.M. is 
encouraged for those who are aged, more cautious, or have compromised immune systems. 
This will be a “low mass” sort of service, a spoken liturgy, no musical accompaniment, and 
limited singing. It will last 30 minutes and will be very similar to the services we have been 
celebrating the last couple months.  
 
The 9 A.M. Divine Service will be a return to what we are used to, for example, sung 
liturgy, organ, plenty of hymn singing, etc.  Every other pew will be blocked off to maintain 
social distancing. Family units are encouraged to sit together. 
 
Monday evening Divine Service at 7 P.M. will be similar to the 9 A.M. Sunday morning 
service, but typically has less folks present, and therefore, provides increased opportunity 
for social distancing.  
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Wednesday morning prayer (Matins) at 9 A.M. is another weekly opportunity for worship, 
hymns, and Scripture readings. I preach a brief sermon on a portion of Luther’s Small 
Catechism.  
 
 
Other things to consider: 
 

1. We will exclusively use paper bulletins at this time.  

2. Between services, pews and altar rail will be wiped down with disinfectant. 

3. If you are not comfortable touching the altar rail, please stand instead to receive the 

sacrament. 

4. Feel free to wear a mask during the service if you choose (not required). 

5. The offering will not be collected during the service. Please place your offering in the 

plate at the back of the nave.  

6. Only I will distribute both the Lord’s body and blood in the initial weeks to limit the 

number of people involved. 

7. We are using Port wine (as we normally have) which is 18% alcohol to kill any 

germs. 

8. The purificator is soaked in alcohol (Everclear) to further sanitize the chalice, 

wiping the edge of the cup and the bottom.  

9. At the communion rail please leave some distance between household groups.  

10. Be reminded that the Lord’s body and blood is the antidote to death and the 

medicine of immortality. In the sacrament we receive the forgiveness of sins from 

the very One who has conquered death and the grave. 

11. We will forego coffee hour and Bible study until further notice.  

12. Please exit in an orderly manner, hopefully into the warm spring air, to visit at safe 

distances!  

I know some of you are fearful but will look forward to more of you coming again to receive 
the treasures of salvation! Please use your best judgment and follow your Christian 
conscience. I am always available to provide private pastoral care throughout the week. 
Please do not hesitate to call for pastoral care or consolation from God’s Word. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Larson 
 

 


